
1 
 

 

Asia and the Pacific Multi-stakeholder Dialogue and Exhibition on Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education (CSE) in the context of COVID-19 

November 3rd, 2020 

11.00 am – 1.00 pm Bangkok Time (Virtual meeting) 

 

Introduction 

The Asia and Pacific region hosts 60% of world’s population, accounting for 4.5 billion 
persons. At the same time, the region also houses significant proportion of young people 
with over 1 billion young people aged 10-24, constituting more than half of the global 
youth population. The region is predominantly young, with potential for youth dividend 
and sustainable development anchored in people, prosperity, partnerships, peace, and 
planet.  

Young people’s health, well-being and their sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
information, and services, without stigma, violence and discrimination are foundational 
to sustainable development, and Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE), plays a key 
role in this regard. 

In 2018, the updated UN International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education 
(ITGSE-2018), was developed with latest evidence and guidance for CSE programmes 
aimed to empower children and young people to lead safe, healthy, and productive 
lives. The International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education provides guidance 
that governments can utilise to design structured, in school or out of school learning, 
about sexuality and relationships in a manner that is positive and centred on the best 
interest of the young person. The guidance enables national authorities including 
education policy makers as well as Civil Society Organisations (CSOs)  to design 
comprehensive curricula on sexuality education that will have a positive impact on young 
people’s health and well-being, and assists education policy makers to design accurate 
and age-appropriate curricula for children and young people aged 5 – 18+. 

In 2018, when this updated ITGSE was published, UNESCO, UNFPA and ARROW, 
organised the first regional Multi Stakeholder Dialogue on Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education (CSE), with the objective to orient participants on the latest 
evidence, the ITGSE 2018’s key elements and concepts and facilitate engagement and 
dialogue to enable country and regional level multi-stakeholder actions and collaboration 
to strengthen the implementation, monitoring, review and evaluation of CSE in the 
region. The Multi Stakeholder Dialogue on CSE was held in Bangkok, Thailand and 
brought together 15 government representatives from  education ministries and CSOs 
working on CSE, for a common understanding on the new ITGSE, as well as to discuss 
effective approaches to implementing CSE in respective country contexts.   
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COVID-19 and Comprehensive Sexuality Education 

2020 has been a tough and challenging year in recent history with the COVID-19 
pandemic. This pandemic has brought the world to a halt and one of the largest impacts 
of the pandemic has been on young people, be it their access to education, health or 
livelihoods. The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic has drastically further changed 
the ways we live, work and seek knowledge. In many contexts much of our engagement 
has shifted to virtual spaces, including in education, which has increasingly shifted  
online or through other, non-traditional formats. 
 
Some of the largest disruptions have occurred in the education systems in the region, as 
a result of extended school closures. Efforts to becoming more and more digital and 
utilising the online medium for education are seeking currency, and governments are on 
board as they seek to continue education digital platforms where possible, alongside non-
digital platforms such as radio, television. Within this challenging context of ensuring 
learning continuity, remediating learning losses and ensuring that the most vulnerable 
learners do not get left behind, ensuring access to good quality CSE for all learners is 
crucial.   
 
In the context of COVID-19, evidence suggests that  CSE has become even more pertinent, 
given the increased incidence of sexual and gender-based violence, the vulnerability by 
young learners to child sexual abuse and exploitation (in the real or virtual world) and 
worsening mental health linked to the psycho--social stresses of the pandemic. Keeping 
CSE on the radar of education COVID-19 responses of governments, in both formal 
and non-formal education, via offline and digital platforms, supports young people’s 
overall development and wellbeing, empowering them to stay informed and helping them 
to stay safe. Sex-positive, affirmative sexuality education that is life-skills based remains 
essential in the management of,  and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic context in 
the region. 
 
CSE implementation, innovative approaches and COVID-19   
 
A recent review of the scope and opportunities concerning CSE in digital spaces reveals 
potential opportunities offered by such spaces for supporting young people’s access to 
sexuality and sexual and reproductive health (SRH) information and education. 
Discussing online approaches to complement traditional, face-to face formal learning in 
implementing CSE is thus opportune and relevant, especially in the context of the COVID-
19 landscape. 
 
An increasing number of applications, web pages, chat groups and social media 
influencers are changing the sexuality education landscape. Online CSE web-based 
platforms are being developed to reach young people with accurate, pleasure positive 
information. Such information is provided across multiple platforms of Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram. Amidst the variety of sources and formats available, which vary 
in quality, there are digital spaces managed by sexuality education content providers that 
have a good reach and provide free, anonymous, confidential, and accurate information 
to young people. This digital approach is thus a relevant option given that young people 
in the region are increasingly engaging with the digital world to seek information on 
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sexuality matters and this provides a potential platform for addressing the SRH 
information needs of young people.  
 
While acknowledging the issue of digital divide, including gender digital divide in the 
region, the COVID-19 pandemic context, many governments in the region are launching 
innovative approaches in support of education and training continuity, from radio and 
television to take-home packages, including online approaches. These emerging 
opportunities and innovations can be further leveraged for CSE implementation.   
 
Objectives 
 
In line with the above, ARROW together with UNESCO and UNFPA, will hold the Regional 
Asia-Pacific Multi Stakeholder Dialogue and Exhibition on CSE 2020 with the 
following objective:  
 
To facilitate learning exchanges among stakeholders including governments, CSOs, and 
sexuality education organisations around comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) / 
sexuality education (SE) initiatives and innovative approaches, to ensure continuity of 
learning on CSE/SE for ‘building back better’ in recovery from COVID-19 in Asia and the 
Pacific region. 

Date and Location 

 3rd November, 11.00 am – 1.00 pm Bangkok Time (Virtual meeting) 

Activities 

 A multi-stakeholder dialogue bringing together Governments, sexuality 
education partners to discuss implementation of sexuality education in the 
context of COVID19 will be convened. 

 The launch of Asia and the Pacific Sexuality Education Virtual Exhibition 
(APSEVE) 2020 will take place at this dialogue. This exhibition will be a 
diverse and vibrant space that will be showcasing a range of innovative 
sexuality education initiatives (formal/ non-formal/ informal/digital/ in-
person) in the region. The exhibition space will consist of virtual booths where 
selected sexuality education organisations, education partners and 
stakeholders will be able to share information about their program/approach 
through short videos, e-posters and knowledge products 

 
Participants 

 Government officials engaged in CSE planning and implementation at the 
national level 

 Representatives from CSOs working on sexuality education implementation at 
national level   

 Resource persons and technical experts on CSE from the region  
 Representatives from UN agencies working on CSE at national and regional 

level 
 Social media influencers 

 
 


